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Welcome to the second edition of NSS News, a 
quarterly newsletter designed to keep you in touch 
with developments in the field of statistics. 
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Release of Information Paper on improving 
Education and Training Statistics 


Recently, the Australian Bureau of Statistics released an information paper, 
"Measuring Learning in Australia: Plan to Improve the Quality, Coverage 
and Use of Education and Training Statistics". The Plan was developed by 
the National Education and Training Statistics Unit, a joint initiative of all 
state, territory and Australian Government education and training 
departments, the Australian National Training Authority and the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics. 


It identifies key issues and areas for consideration, presents agreed 
directions for improving the relevance, coverage, comparability and quality 
of statistics; and, nominates responsibility for progressing individual strands 
of work, and monitoring overall progress. A primary aim of the Plan is to 
maximise the use and ensure the quality of current data and to minimise 
the need for additional collection of information. The project has been 
guided by the Unit's Management Board, and has involved extensive 
consultation with stakeholders. 
The Plan provides: 
e a map of the sources of information and work planned or underway 
to improve data for education and training; and 
e a detailed list of priority areas for improving the quality, coverage 
and use of education and traininginformation. 


A copy of the Information Paper is available for free from the ABS web site 
http://www.abs.gov.au/Ausstats 


Be automatically informed 


You can subscribe to NSS News by sending an e-mail to inquiries@nss.gov.au requesting your name be added to the mailing list. Alternatively, you 
can access the newsletter directly on the NSS web site. We hope you enjoy reading NSS News and look forward to receiving your feedback 
The newsletter and web site is produced and maintained and by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
For more information please contact Geoff De Baux on 02 6252 5032 or email geoffrey.debaux@abs.gov.au. 
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2005 International Statistical 
Institute Session - Sydney, 
5-12 April 2005 


The International Statistical 
Institute (ISI) is composed of 
more than 2000 individual 
elected members who are 
internationally recognised as 
definitive leaders in the field of 
statistics.Its membership 
crosses all borders, representing 
more than 133 countries 
worldwide. 


The ISI Conference will provide 
an excellent opportunity for 
statisticians to congregate and 
exchange innovative ideas, 
develop new links and discuss 
current trends and developments 
in the statistical world. 


Information about the Session is 
available from the website 
1SI2005 
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Subscription service delivers smart data 
Information management professionals have access to 


subscription-based service managed by the Office of Economic and 
Statistical Research, a portfolio office of Queensland Treasury, that allows 


them to keep up to date with the latest statistical and information 
management news and events in Queensland. 


Government agencies including the ABS now use this service to promote 
upcoming events including public consultation seminars, information 


sessions and statistical training. 


Sharon Spurway demonstrates some of Data Smart's features to David Ennis 
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Data Smart provides the facility for registered clients to subscribe 
to a number of relevant newsletters, including QSIIS Update 
(Queensland Spatail Information Infrastructure Strategy), News 
from QSIIS, today@statistics and statistics@queensland. 


These statistical newsletters provide daily and weekly 
announcements about releases and other key statistical bulletins. 
Information about several specialist networks in Queensland is 
also available on Data Smart. These networks facilitate 
consideration and discussion of the latest information and ideas 
about statistical releases; economic data and 

modelling; spatial analysis and mapping; social and crime 
modelling; and discussion about information management, 
strategy and policy. 


To enjoy the benefits of the new system, clients are required to 
register with Data Smart. Visit the Data Smart website and submit 
the registration form to become a client. This enables you to login 
to access your details, including any events you may register for, 
as well as the ability to update your subscriptions as required. 


Data Smart can be accessed via the web at 
http://datasmart.oesr.qld.gov.au. 


Please direct questions about data smart to OESR by phone on 
322 45326, or email datasmart@treasury.qld.gov.au 


\ National 
Data Network 


The Interim Governing Board for 
the National Data Network held it's 
first meeting on 9 December, 2004. 
Key outcomes from this meeting 
included: 

e Agreement on the NDN 
exposure draft content to 
provide information to 
interested members and 
users 

e Discussion of the "Draft 
NDN Guiding Principles" 

e Endorsement of the "Terms 
of Reference" for the Board 
and articulating future 
directions for the 
development of the 
Network. 

The next few months will see the 
release of papers relating to the 
protocols, guidelines and directions 
of the NDN, leading up to the first 
release of the demonstration phase 
of the Network in April 2005. 


To view papers from this meeting or 
to learn more about this initiative 
visit www.nationaldatanetwork.org. 
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AIHW releases online search facility 


The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has released 
an online searchable catalogue of a selection of available 
statistical data held by the Institute. The catalogue assists 


data access and provides details about specific data holdings. 


Currently, there are thirty five data holdings that can be 
searched including the Health and Welfare Expenditure 
Database, Labour Force Statistics, Mortality Data, National 
Cancer Statistics Clearing House and the National Dug 
Strategy Household Surveys. 


The Catalogue does not cover the full range of Institute data 
holdings, however; further holdings may be added to future 
editions of the Catalogue. 


To ensure that data privacy and confidentiality is maintained, 
there may be restrictions or special conditions in regard to 
the public availability of some of the datasets. 


The search facility is very user friendly. The search feature 
can be used to obtain either a full listing of all data holdings, 
or a listing of data holdings that contain particular words in 
their Title, Description, etc, and/or that relate to a particular 
time period. The search results display details about the 
requested data holding, and include links to related 
holdings and documents that can be found on the web site. 


For more information, please go to the AIHW web site - 
http://www.aihw.gov.au/datacat/index.cfm 
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Regional level data now publicly available 


The Bureau of Transport and Regional Economics (BTRE) has issued 
a new report which explores the relationship between industry structure 
and regional economic growth. Titled " Focus on Regions No. 1: 
Industry Structure" the report provides an insight into the economic 
well-being of Australia's regions. 


The Focus on Regions report, along with its extensive regional 
database, provides regional planners and development organisations 
with a tool for understanding the economic structure and potential of 
our regions. Along with the Industry Structure Database, this report 
provides major insights into the growth of regional economies between 
1991 and 2001, and pinpoints regional strengths. 


The second report in the series, "Focus on Regions No. 2: Education 
skills and qualifications" investigates the spatial distribution of 

skills and qualifications across Australia's regions for the period 1991 
to 2001. In conjunction with this information paper, BTRE has released 
an Education, Skills and Qualifications Database, which will provide a 
valuable resource for understanding regional skills and informing 
regional development. 


Upcoming releases in the BTRE's Focus on Regions series will 
examine Taxable Income, Social Capital and Welfare Dependency. 


The Bureau operates within the Australian Government Department of 
Transport and Regional Services. The Focus on Regions reports and 
databases are available from the BTRE website at www.btre.gov.au or 
by calling 02 6274 7210. 
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Web site updates 


The NSS Website continues to 
develop, introducing new concepts 
and useful information to help keep 
our users up to date with current 
issues in the field of statistics. 


Discussion Forum is a place to 
ask technical questions and access 
a list of considered responses 


The discussion forum is an online 

communication facility where you 

can share information, undertake 

research, and track meetings and 

tasks, within a shared and secure 

workspace. 

Currently, discussion topics 

include: 

e Confidentiality and Privacy of 
Statistical Data and 

e NSS Issues. 


For information on how to register 
and use the forum, please go to 
How to use this forum on the NSS 
web site. 
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Use of Statistics in "Tasmania Together" 


Tasmania Together is a social, environmental and economic 
plan developed by Tasmanians to shape their future. It 
outlines the goals that Tasmanians want for themselves and 
their children by 2020, and uses benchmarks to regularly 
measure 

progress towards those goals. 


Completed in 2001 after extensive community consultation, 
Tasmania Together provides an overarching framework for 
planning, budgeting and setting priorities both within the 
government, and non-government sector. 


The Tasmania Together Progress Board, an independent 
statutory authority, has the role of monitoring and reporting on 
the goals and benchmarks, as well as promoting their 
implementation by all sectors of the Tasmanian community. 
Accessing a broad range of quality statistical information is 
crucial for monitoring and reporting progress towards the 
Tasmania Together goals and benchmarks. The Progress 
Board works with a number of data providers to coordinate 
regular Progress Reports for public release. 


Tasmania Together is a dynamic process and the Progress 
Board is actively involved in enhancing both the quantity and 
quality of information used in its Progress Reports. This work 
is undertaken in consultation with stakeholders (including the 
ABS) and community representatives. 
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The Progress Board recognizes the need for data collections 


utilised in the Tasmania Together reporting process to be of a high 


quality and - with the greatly valued assistance of the ABS - has 


developed the following guidelines for the selection of indicators to 


be used in the measurement and reporting of the benchmarks: 


e Relevant and Valid 

e Intelligible, Acceptable and Easily Interpreted 
e Sensitive to Change 

e Measurable over Time 

e Outcome Focussed 

e State Level 

e Quantitative 

e National Comparability 


The Progress Board will be conducting the first 5-year review of 
Tasmania Together later this year. 

More information about Tasmania Together can be found at 
www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au 
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Highlights from Around the States & Territories " nss sue 2 Febuary 2005 


Australians Living 
Longer, especially in 
the ACT 


Men are living six years longer 
than 20 years ago and women 
four years longer, according to 
results published by the ABS. 


A boy born between 2001-2003 
can expect to live an average of 
77.8 years while a girl can expect 
to live 82.8 years. The ACT has 
the highest life expectancy for 
both men (79.2 years) and women 
(83.8 years). 


Internationally, Australia's male 
and female life expectancy ranks 
below Hong Kong, Japan and 
Sweden, but above France, 
Greece, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, Spain and the United 
States of America. 


More information is available from 
Life Tables, 
Australia/State/Territory 
2001-2003 


(cat. no. 3302.8.55.001). 
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The Statistical Clearing House Sample Size Calculator. 


One of the most common questions survey designers ask is "how many 
units should | survey?". A Sample Size Calculator has been set up by 
the Statistical Clearing House to help answer this question. The 
calculator assists survey managers trying to balance the demands of 
time, cost, accuracy and respondent burden when making decisions 
about sample size. 

The "calculator" is used to calculate the responding sample size 
required to produce estimates of a selected precision. For further 
information including instructions on how to complete the fields visit the 
SCH web site at http://www.sch.abs.gov.au. From the Welcome page, 
go to the reference icon, then select "Sample Size Calculator". 


Now that we have dealt with this commonly asked question, we can 
turn our minds to another equally complex and difficult aspect of survey 
design.The reliability of surveys can be significantly affected by the 
affect of non-sampling errors, such as respondents providing incorrect 
data. All survey data will contain some non-sampling error, but by 
using effective survey design methods, we can minimise their impact. 
Some hints which help us to minimise the magnitude of non-sampling 
error are: 

e to be specific about our surveys objectives 

e to use best practice when designing questionnaires 

e to test the wording of questions 

e to follow-up non-respondents to maximise our response rates 

Time spent on these activities will significantly improve the usefulness 
of our survey results. 


The NSS handbook provides a range of helpful advice on how to 
undertake these activities. The handbook provides detailed information 
covering the statistical cycle from planning statistical activities to 
disseminating and evaluating statistical information. It can be found on 
the NSS website at the"home page". 
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Statistical Clearing 
House Seminars 


The next seminar will be held on 
Friday 25th February 2005. 

The topic 'Effective Survey Testing’ 
covers the design and conduct of 
testing strategies to improve the 
quality of response from business 
surveys. 


The key points covered include: 


e Why testing is essential 

e An overview of types of testing 
e Developing a testing strategy 
e Impact on response rates 

e Impact on response quality 

e Effectively analysing results 


Please note that this seminar is 
presented at Introductory level, 
and is aimed at those conducting 
surveys of businesses. 
Attendance is FREE. 


For more information or to reserve 
a place for this seminar, please 
contact Elise Kennedy on 

02 6252 7028 or email 
elise.kennedy@abs.gov.au. 


